SOUTH
HAMS

Matters

ISSUE 15 I MAY/JUN 2022

L US
CAL or your
yf
toda

E
FRUELTATION
NS

CO

Replacing Windows and Doors?
Perhaps we can help.
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Discover a better way of buying windows and doors.
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INTRODUCTION

The sun is shining and
the days are getting
longer!

and Torquay for the
Jubilee long weekend.

In this bumper edition
alongside our local
advertisers. We have
some great articles. There
is a piece on Rowcroft
Hospice, an interview with
Gordon Buchanan, who is
appearing at the Palace
Theatre, and another on
the growth of Occombe
Farm. You will also find all
the information of what’s
going on in Kingsbridge

all our local Devon Matters
Magazines online, just
head to our website.
And don’t forget to keep
abreast of all things local,
do follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and Linkedin.

Our community page
this month features The
I love this time of year, long Young Salcombe Centre,
days and warm evenings,
a fantastic place for our
and quite a few bank
younger members of the
holidays thrown into the
community. So grab a
mix.
coffee and enjoy. And if
that wasn’t enough we
As you can see, despite
have started a local photo
rising costs, we have
page, and I would love to
grown, 32 pages of local
include your pictures of our
businesses and news. So
beautiful area, so please
please get in touch with
email me any you would
me if you have any local
like to submit to rachel.
stories of interest, and I
king@devonmatters.co.uk.
will try my best to publish
them.
As always you can read

Thank you all for your
continued support
Rachel King
Editor South Hams Matters

Contact the Team:
Editorial: rachel.king@devonmatters
Tel: 01626 242 222
Visit our website: www.devonmatters.co.uk
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Qualiﬁed electrician with over 12 years experience in the
domestic and commercial environment based in Devon

www.dlelectricalsolutions.co.uk

Caterer based in Devon
Events, Private Dining, Weddings,
Grazing Tables, Deli Boxes
Social distancing solutions
We use the best local and seasonal
produce. Made with love.
We create our dishes inspired by
beautiful Devon.

Contact us on

Facebook Feast kitchen Instagram
feastkitchendeli

We look forward to
hearing from you
xxx
Bespoke menus always available
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“Your generosity will make such a
difference in providing care, support and
comfort to families across South Devon for
generations to come.”
Robin and Angie Hill’s daughter Sharon was
cared for by the dedicated teams in
Rowcroft’s Inpatient Unit before she passed
away just over a year ago at the age of 51.

Local solicitors donate Will
making fees to Rowcroft Hospice
During the week of 16-20 May, 18 local
solicitors across South Devon are taking
part in Rowcroft’s annual ‘Make a Will
Week’ by donating their Will-making fee to
the hospice. Funds raised will be used by
the charity to care for patients living with
life-limiting illnesses in their homes across
South Devon and in Rowcroft’s Inpatient
Unit in Torquay.
Making a Will is a straightforward process
that brings peace of mind knowing that
family and friends will be taken care of for
the future and that financial wishes will be
fulfilled. For those who’ve already made a
Will, it’s prudent to update it if circumstanc
es change, for example if there’s a birth or
bereavement in the family, or a change in
address, marital status or financial situation.
As Rowcroft funds the care of one in five of
its patients through gifts in Wills, they are a
vital source of income for the charity. For
those planning to make or update their Will
during Make a Will Week, Rowcroft invites
people to consider including a gift to the
hospice as a special way of creating a
lasting legacy of generosity, compassion,
kindness and love.

“Our lives were changed from being so
dark, to a place where we all found
peace, especially Sharon,” said Robin and
Angie. “Death is so worrying and quite
frightening, but the care we were given by
Rowcroft left us with peace. Our son has
even said he is no longer afraid of death
thanks to Rowcroft’s care.
“We have been supporters of Rowcroft for
several years without ever thinking we
would be so reliant on their services. It is
very hard to imagine the value of this
facility to the local community, but it is
priceless. Rowcroft has made such a lasting
difference to our lives. Leaving even a small
gift in your Will to this wonderful local
charity is your chance to play a vital role in
helping families like us in the future.”
Wollens is one of the local solicitors
participating in Rowcroft’s Make a Will
Week. Partner at Wollens Chris Linton said:
“Almost every single one of us is touched in
some way by the work that Rowcroft does
in our community. It is impossible to put a
value on the support they provide to so
many families in and around South Devon.
Wollens are proud to be able to play our
part in helping them raise funds to put
towards their invaluable work in helping
families through the most difficult times.”
For further details about Make a Will Week
and to find out how to take part, visit
www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk/willweek or
call 01803 217405.

“Taking part in Rowcroft’s Make a Will Week
and leaving a gift in your Will is such a
meaningful way to ensure your kindness will
live on by supporting the hospice now and
in the future,” said Rebecca Cogger,
Rowcroft’s In Memory Giving and Legacy
Manager.
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Covid-19 procedures in place, we are installing now!
ANDREW WARD is managing director and sales
director of Ability Bathe, a family-run
independent bathroom installation company
which was founded by Andrew and
his wife in 2012.
Andrew has owned and run a complete bathroom
supply and installation company for 25 years, fitting
all types of bathrooms and wet rooms in the North of
England. Since expanding into the South West,
Andrew - together with a small team of employees
has specialised in installing and fitting not just
bathrooms, but also walk-in showers and wet rooms.
Let Ability Bathe make your life easier.
It is small enough to be very personal and
approachable, and large enough to have the
experience to complete a wide range of bathroom
installations quickly and successfully to a very
high standard.

Andrew personally goes out to the initial
consultation, paying great attention to detail and
customer requirements.
On commencement, he again attends and personally
sets up the installation, running through all points
raised with his employees, who will do the
hands-on installation.
Then he spends the final finishing hours at the
customer’s home to make sure the customer is happy
with the installation quality and service. Ability
Bathe’s motto is: “A bath to shower in 48 hours”.
Andrew says: “We make the promise that we
don’t come to you until our previous job is
complete and we will not leave you until
yours is complete”.
Ability Bathe offers home appointments up to
8pm; for a free, no-obligation quotation
call 07711 184309.

FREE

no obligation quote
& design service
available, and receive

£500 OFF
to help during
this time.

Quote “DM 500”
Ability Bathe (Devon) Ltd, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NL
Tel: 01803 814309
FIND
Andrew Ward 07711 184309
OUT MORE
Email: andrew@abilitybathe.co.uk
TODAY

Step into
a shower in
48 hours,
from
£2500!

Visit our website www.abilitybathe.co.uk to view our photo
gallery of previous installations
ALL WORK GUARANTEED - Peace of mind from your local installer, including
10 year installation warranty. Call Andrew for a friendly and helpful chat.
Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers

|7

SPECIALISTS IN CONSERVATORY
& GUARDIAN WARM ROOFS
UPVC, COMPOSITE, ALUMINIUM
& WOODEN WINDOWS & DOORS
PORCHES PATIOS & DECKING
FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

CALL US NOW ON

www.touchofclassswltd.co.uk
sales@touchofclassswltd.co.uk
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COMMUNITY I Matters Page
generally turn Redfern House into the
fresh, bright and welcoming space it
is today, and we are looking forward
to many years of use for this brilliant
club house.

THE MESS @YSC
The Young Salcombe Centre has
existed as a charity since March 1991,
but the youth club has called Redfern
House its home for the last 50 years.
Having suffered the usual ups and
downs of life as young people grow
up or move away, and the ‘draw’ of a
youth club has waxed and waned in
popularity over the decades, the
Trustees are very pleased that our
current cohort of young people are
very keen to have a space they can
call their own.
We have received a lot of support
from the Salcombe community, with
huge thanks to Salcombe’s Estuary
Lodge, Salcombe Rotary Club, The
Co-op Salcombe, Salcombe Art Club,
and in particular Marianne
Shillingford, Senior Creative Director
at Dulux, who has kept us supplied in
paint and decorating equipment
galore!
A wonderful band of volunteers have
helped clean, paint, repair and

The term time evening youth club will
be known as The Mess @YSC, and we
are also putting on Saturday clubs,
and holiday clubs and courses,
offering arts and crafts as well as fun
activities such as cooking, board
games, table tennis, table football,
pool/snooker, regular film showings
and visiting talks and classes, not
forgetting a quiet reading corner
when the hustle and bustle gets too
much!
The Trustees are looking at June,
after half-term, to start the youth
club evenings, with Saturday and
holiday activities following on swiftly.
Further information:
youngsalcombecentre@gmail.com
Facebook: Young Salcombe Centre |
Facebook
The Young Salcombe Centre,
Redfern House, Gould Road,
Salcombe TQ8 8DU
Charity Number: 1002252
Trustees: Nikki Turton (Chairman),
Caroline Bricknell, Caroline Flage,
Richard Turton

Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers
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Cleaning commercial premises in
Plymouth and surrounding areas.

Do you need a thorough and professional
cleaning service for your commercial
premises?
We pride ourselves on our high standards and
our friendly and personalised services.
Contact one of our dedicated team members

www.cleanforce-ltd.co.uk
Contact: 01752 936707
Email: info@cleanforce-ltd.co.uk

SHERFORD
REMOVALS
MAN AND VAN SERVICE
FULLY LICENSED RUBBISH
CLEARANCE SERVICE
AVAILABLE.
FROM A SINGLE ITEM
TO A FULL LOAD.

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL 01752 466265
Exterior Cleaning
Specialists

Roof cleaning
Render softwashing
Patio and driveway
cleaning
Gutter, fascia, soffit
and window cleaning
Serving Plymouth and
surrounding areas.
Family run business.
Excellent reviews.

Before

After

10

YEARS

GUARANTEE

Before

After

If you are interested in any of our services
please contact us for a free quote

07940234055

enquiries@extremeexterior.co.uk
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Free delivery to Torbay, Dartmoor, Exeter and East Devon

THE WINEBOX
PRESENTS

Lovestruck Rhubarb Gin
Serves 8

Use seasonal rhubarb to make this G&T-with-a-difference, or top the finished gin with soda water for a
refreshing and pink summertime drink.

Ingredients

1. 1kg Rhubarb Stalks
2. 400g Caster Sugar
3. 800ml Gin

Method

1.Wash the rhubarb, trim the

stalks and discard the base
and any leaves. Cut the stalks
into 3cm lengths. Put in a large
jar with the sugar. Shake
everything around, put the lid
on and leave overnight. The
sugar will draw the juice out
of the rhubarb.

2.After 24 hrs, add the gin, seal

and shake everything around.
Leave for about 4 weeks before
drinking. You can strain the
liquor off through a muslin-lined

sieve and transfer to a bottle, but I
often just leave the rhubarb and
booze in the jar and ladle it into
drinks that way. Over time the
rhubarb and the gin go a much
paler colour – this doesn’t look as
dramatic. The upside is you that
have to get through it fairly quickly!

If you aren’t as
creative you can
always cheat and
pop into the Wine Box
in Torquay and pick
up a bottle of our
wonderful Annings
Rhubarb Gin..

www.thewinebox.uk
Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers
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Occombe Farm

60 new jobs created as local conservation
charity launches new visitor attraction in Torbay
Over 60 new jobs have been
created in Torbay as local
conservation charity, Torbay Coast
& Countryside Trust (TCCT)
launches a new, all-weather,
year-round, visitor attraction.
The opening of Occombe Farm
Park & Play is the final phase in the
massive regeneration of Occombe
Farm. A new and much larger
farm shop opened in August last
year and an extended and
refurbished farm café opened the
year before.
Occombe Farm Park & Play is a
mix of indoor and outdoor play an
animal encounters barn and a
self-guided trail around the animal
paddocks.

Not only has Occombe’s
regeneration created new jobs for
thelocal community but it has a
great story to tell too. All the spend
at Occombe Farm supports the
work of Torbay Coast & Country
side Trust. TCCT is a small conserva
tion charity caring for many beau
tiful green spaces across Torbay,
including an extensive 40 miles of
paths and bridleways.
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Occombe is a shop window to
share Torbay’s great natural herit
age story. Even the unique new play
space has been designed to
represent the places TCCT cares for.
The Bay’s stunning landscapes are
represented through cliff faces to
scramble up, a giant winkle shell to
climb inside, slides to soar down, a
shipwreck to clamber over, even a
woodland with musical trees. Clever
lighting effects and sounds of the
sea and woodlands create a
sensory play experience too.

Damian Offer, CEO. Torbay Coast &
Countryside Trust said:
“We are thrilled to be opening a
new visitor attraction at Occombe.
We started planning the regenera
tion of Occombe over four years
ago. After much hard work by all
involved, we are delighted to finally
see it become a reality. We wanted
to create a great and fun place to
visit that would also generate funds
towards our charitable work across
Torbay.
The additional funds from Occombe
will enable us to do more and
achieve our aspirations for a vibrant
and healthy natural environment
that the local community and
visitors can experience and enjoy.

The pandemic has shown us all how
important our green spaces are for
our mental and physical wellbeing
and Occombe will help TCCT
protect and manage them for
future generations”.
The launch of Occombe is a signifi
cant achievement for Torbay Coast
& Countryside Trust and everyone at
the Trust is very proud of what has
been accomplished. It has been an
enormous challenge. Working
through the disruption of a world
wide pandemic and the impact of
Brexit on supply chains has been a
real trial for all involved.
The new Occombe Farm Park &
Play is now open every day. Aside
from the great indoor play space
are outdoor play features too,
including a massive hay bale maze
and messy kitchen. There’s a
seasonal programme of activities
every day from meeting the lambs
and piglets to cuddles with bunnies
and Guinea pigs. There’s a group of
naughty goats, some very bouncy
grey-face Dartmoor sheep and
moody-looking Hebridean sheep.
You’ll see three different breeds of
chickens including some very cool
and super fluffy silkies. Two very
pretty Shetland ponies can’t wait to
meet you too.
Tickets can be purchased on
arrival at Occombe or in advance
on the Occombe website.
Discover more on at www.oc
combe.co.uk or on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram. #occombe
farm

Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers
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Now only

£895

*

for a fully
fitted electric
garage door.

Garolla garage doors are expertly
made to measure in our own UK
factories, they’re strong and solidly
built. The electric Garolla door rolls
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage, maximising
valuable space. Our experienced
installers will fit your new door and
they’ll take away the old one too,
so there’s no mess.
Give us a call today and we’ll come
and measure up FREE of charge.

WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

CALL US TODAY ON:

0800 135 7290
MOBILE:

07537 149 128
*Offer valid for openings up to 2.6m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.

Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers

|17

Thursday 2nd June to Sunday
5th June 2022
Red, white and blue
illumination of trees and flower beds
on Kingsbridge Town Square to
mark Her Majesty the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee
18| South Hams Matters|To advertise please call 01626 242 222 or email sales@devonmatters.co.uk

Saturday 4th June 2022
10.00am-4.00pm
Kingsbridge Big Busk –Kingsbridge welcomes musicians,
street dance, theatre, jugglers
and street art in the town centre
Enquiries to:
barrie.fishman@gmail.com
Reserve your place - Contact Barrie now
Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers
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Torbay’s natural amphitheatre provides a unique and
stunning location for the English Riviera Airshow – creating
the perfect stage for a coastal event which kickstarts the
UK’s Airshow season.
The English Riviera will be the place to mark Queen
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee this summer as its famous
airshow will be joined by ‘Music on the Meadows’, a
Jubilee Flotilla and The Queen’s Jubilee Beacons to create
a full weekend of celebrations.
Over the years we’ve hosted some of the most world class
military and civilian air display teams, including the RAF
Red Arrows, RAF Typhoon Display Team, RAF Tucano T1 and
the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, featuring the
Hurricane, Spitfire and Dakota.
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The event will be headlined by
acclaimed Beatles tribute band,
The Bootleg Beatles, who have
performed at notable venues such
as The Cavern, Buckingham
Palace, the Royal Albert Hall and
Glastonbury Festival.

Music on the Meadows, a free
day and evening festival comes
to Torre Abbey Meadows for
one-day only on Friday 3 June.
Expect an amazing day and
evening of entertainment for all
the family, celebrating Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
in what promises to be the
biggest free party on Torre Abbey
Meadows in Torquay in decades.
The family-friendly festival will
take place in addition to a range
of exciting local events planned
to celebrate the 70-year reign of
her Majesty The Queen over the
extended June bank holiday
weekend.

Organised by Torbay Council,
with support from the English
Riviera BID Company, the event
promises to be an amazing day
that can be enjoyed by all.

The festivities will run from 11am till
10.30pm and will feature music
throughout the decades of Her
Majesty The Queen’s reign, featuring live music from; South Devon
Rock Choir, Funk City Band, John
Matthew and Happy Days with
their spectacular Platinum Jubilee
Show. There will also be DJ sets
from the McGowan Family and
Chris Macmeikan MBE to get the
party started.
To get into the Platinum Jubilee
spirit, festival goers will also be
given free (sustainable) union jack
flags to wave, bringing a touch of
the Last Night of the Proms to Torre
Abbey Meadows.
Councillor Swithin Long, Cabinet
Member for Economic Regeneration, Tourism and Housing said:
“Music on the Meadows looks set
to be one of the highlights of a
packed programme of events over
the extended bank holiday weekend. Open to Torbay residents and
visitors, everyone is invited to join
us for what promises to be a memorable celebration. So, get ready
to pack your picnics, grab your
blankets and wave those flags.”

Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers
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Whilst at school, I excelled in many
sports as well as art, geography,
history and story writing in English. It
was also where I discovered my
love of fantasy fiction and
continued, throughout my life, to
read many books of this genre.
Unlike the majority of my friends,
who were really attentive at
school and had firm plans for the
future, (much to my annoyance),
on leaving school I didn’t know
which direction I was heading,
and with a clear lack of direction,
nearly joined the Navy.

The wonderful worlds of
Dean G E Matthews
Born on a farm just outside Oxford,
England, in 1961, my families’
strong links to the land meant that
I grew up with an inbred love of
the countryside. I was never
happier than when I was helping
my father feed the animals, playing in the woods or besides a river
defeating imaginary goblins,
ghouls and bandits. However, it
wasn’t to last, and my family found
themselves having to move into
the city.
Despite having to move to the city
my love of fantasy and adventure
continued and blossomed when
my English tutor over a series of
days read to my class, ‘The
Hobbit,’ this inspired me to read
more books and to write my own
stories.

At the age of fifteen I discovered
motorbikes and girls, (in that
order), and over the years I
extensively explored the British
countryside from Lands End to
John O’ Groats. While travelling,
which included time working in
Australia, and Germany, I had the
opportunity to discover new
landscapes, and varied cultures all
of which have inspired my writing.
Over the years I worked in a
myriad of profession’s including
furniture removal, scaffolding and
the odd gardening job; I even
worked at British Leyland for a
year, (it was all I could tolerate as it
really tested my over active
imagination). This meant I could
turn my hand to almost anything
and was never out of work.
In my early thirties with a young
family to support, I together with
my then wife, who had just given
birth to our daughter, moved to
the south coast of Devon.
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Rejuvenated I trained in tree
surgery, stone walling and hedge
laying which greatly enhanced
my gardening work.
Becoming self employed meant
that I could satisfy my love of the
outdoors and become my own
man, and using all of my new skills
I went into business on my own.
But my passion for writing never
left me and I began to write short
stories in my spare time on bought
and borrowed second hand
typewriters, I even plucked up the
courage to join a martial arts club.
However, it wasn’t until I was in my
forties that I decided, instead of
just reading fantasy fiction and
adventure, I would fully indulge in
my passion and write
professionally, proving the old
adage that it really is never too
late….
For more information about Dean
G E Matthews and his work
including The Dark Taal and The
Shadow and the Shards, volumes
one and two of the Foundation
Stone series please visit his website

www.deangmatthews.com

Plus if you wish to see Dean in
person he will be signing copies of
his books at the Newton Abbot
WH Smith on the 4th of June
discussing the relaunch of his
second book and the release of
the third volume in the series:
Prophecy and Allegiance.

Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers
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GORDON BUCHANAN
30 YEARS IN THE WILD
THE ANNIVERSARY TOUR

One of the most prominent wildlife
presenters and filmmakers working
today, Gordon Buchanan’s journey
is a remarkable story to tell. Having
produced some of the most
popular wildlife programmes on the
BBC, we have been able to see his
incredible passion for the animal
kingdom and the unique ability he
has for presenting such hidden
animal worlds to an#
audience.

With three decades worth of
expeditions to guide us through, this
will be the first time Gordon is able
to show us his favourite wildlife
encounters. The tools and traits he
has developed over the years to be
at the forefront of wildlife
filmmaking. This will be a showcase
of both his most celebrated work,
and that never seen before, abe
hind the scenes insight of how these
successful programmes are made.

For the first time, Gordon will be
taking a look back at his incredible
30 years working both behind and
in
front of the camera. This will be a
rare opportunity to discover what
has continued to drive his career
and the landmark stories that take
pride of his work.

Always reflective Gordon
Buchanan is taking this opportunity
to understand how his time within
the wildlife industry has changed
and what the future potentially
holds for us and the animal
kingdom as co inhabitants of our
rapidly changing ecological
landscape.
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So having never been abroad - never even
been on a plane - there I was a month after
leaving school, setting off for a year and a
half on the other side of the world.

GORDON BUCHANAN INTERVIEW
Q: Tell us a bit about your childhood - how
did it prepare you for a career in wildlife film
making?
A: I grew up on the Isle of Mull, which is a
very wild part of Scotland, and I think that
drove my passion for being outside, and
close to nature. School didn’t do it for me:
academically I wasn’t really present - all I
wanted was to be outside, and the
classroom was torture. I was a daydreamer,
and I always knew I was never going to
work in an office. I’d see the scallop divers,
and I’d think: that’s a really good way to
spend your working
life.
I grew up in the late seventies and eighties,
and David Attenborough’s documentaries
were big on the telly - and I devoured them.
Attenborough is tremendous: his career has
lasted so long, he’s such an important
voice, and he has so much respect, right
across the globe. I thought my admiration
for him could go no higher - but then I met
him, and it soared even more.
Q: How did you get into making nature
films as your career?
A: I was right in at the deep end with
making wildlife films. I was 17, and working
in a restaurant on Mull at weekends and
evenings to earn a bit of money - and the
husband of the owner was a cameraman.
He was going to Sierra Leone for 18 months
to make a film about the animals in the
Gola rainforest, and he asked me if I wanted
to come along as his assistant.
I knew nothing about what it involved, and I
had no idea really what I was getting into but I knew it was the sort of life I wanted, and
I never wavered from that belief.

But if getting there was serendipity, and
while it was definitely the best break I
ever had, those 18 months were tough
going. I was so young, and being so
far from home was hard. But I knew it
was the way forward, I knew it was an
incredible opportunity - and I knew I’d
be able to build on it and move into
the life I’d love.
Q: How has wildlife filmmaking
changed over the years you’ve been
doing it?
A: Right now I’m on my way to Brazil for
a conservation series - we’ll be filming
jaguars. Big cats are the pinnacle for
me - watching them hunt is utterly
fascinating. The technology has
changed hugely over the three
decades since I started out - it’s always
been about showing viewers the parts
of nature we’ve never been able to see
before, and technology allows us to do
that more and more.
But the other huge change across the
years has been the increased
realisation about how vulnerable and
fragile these areas of the world where
I’m filming actually are.
Thirty years ago we didn’t know - the world
was a lot bigger then, and we simply didn’t
realise the impact human beings were
having on wildlife.
Now we understand that so much better,
and I’m acutely aware of it in every way,
from my own carbon footprint to questions
around changes that need to be made by
governments across the globe, if we’re
going to stop the damage.
Right now we’re losing animals before we
even knew their species existed - that’s
a tragedy.

Don’t forget to mention this magazine when calling any of our lovely advertisers
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Q: Given all that, how optimistic are you
about the future?

wouldn’t work from the point of view of the
programme either.

A: Despite the immense difficulties I do have
hope for the future. I spent time at COP26, in
my home city of Glasgow, and I was really
moved by how children and young people
are making their voices heard. At the
moment it’s the suits who are making the
decisions - but soon it will be the turn of the
new generation, and they’re going to
understand the climate emergency in a
very different way, which I think will make for
real change.

Q: There must be a lot of contenders for
this - but could you share a few career
highlights?

My growing-up years were the eighties,
when we were all in awe of the US and
consumption - it was all about big cars and
having stuff. But the mentality has changed,
and tomorrow’s decision-makers are being
formed by that.
Q: How does it feel being somewhere really
remote when you’re making a film?
A: Sometimes it’s me completely on my
own
- and when you’re trying to witness some
thing that requires great sensitivity, that’s the
best way to do it. But usually I’m working in
a team of four - the camera operator, sound
operator and director. We tend to be a
pretty tight bunch, because you’re relying
heavily on one another, especially when
you’re in a dangerous situation.
Q: How did Animals with Cameras come
about - and are the animals ok with it?
A: We knew Animals with Cameras was a
great idea a long time ago - but the
technology had to get there. And it’s so
good that it has, because it’s one of those
programmes that really captures the
imagination, and also it’s about genuinely
seeing animal behaviour without human
interference.
We’re very careful about making sure the
camera-carrying animals aren’t upset - we
have very strict rules about the weight they
can carry.

A: A few years ago I was working with
arctic wolves on Ellesmere Island in
Canada; it’s really remote, there are no
people there. I got to meet a pack of
wolves who had no preconceptions
whatsoever about humans.
What I realised is that wolves have been
vilified for centuries by humans - but
they’ve been totally misrepresented.
They’re actually highly intelligent animals,
and I felt honoured to spend time with
them.
Another incredible moment for me was
seeing polar bear cubs emerge into the
world for the first time. They’d been in their
winter den, under the snow, for the first four
months of their lives, and I was there to see
them coming out into the daylight, seeing
what was outside, exploring it with a sense
of wonder.
I remember thinking about the lives they
had ahead: it’s incredibly tough to find
food, to live the way they do. And yet it’s
the life they’re equipped to live.
Another amazing time was the two years I
spent living in Brazil, travelling up the
Amazon by boat. I remember the
incredible sense of awe at being in the last
great wilderness on the planet - that
memory has stayed with me, and it always
will.
Q: Do you ever find yourself in danger?
What sort of scary situations have you
been in?
A: I’ve been chased by bears, tigers and
elephants - but not all at the same time.
And let me tell you: that’s when you
discover how fast you really can run.

If they weren’t comfortable with it
they wouldn’t behave naturally, and that
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